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June 29
Change of
Leadership
2018-2019
July 6
No meeting due
to July 4 holiday
July 13
Bo King,
Staff Attorney
with the Federal
Defender
Program
July 20
Brad Alexander,
McGuire Woods
Consulting

Join us as we say thank you and good-bye to President Betty
as she officially finishes her year of serving as our fearless
leader. We will also welcome incoming president, Dan
DeWoskin, and induct the new board.
This meeting will be especially interesting and a lot of fun.
In addition to introducing our new officers and board
members, we'll learn about the focus for our club for next
year. Please don't miss this meeting!
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David Ewing introduced our speaker this week, Dr. Peter
Lyons, vice provost and dean of Perimeter College at
Georgia State. Dr. Lyons received his doctoral degree in
social work from SUNY Buffalo and earned his master's
degree in social work and an advanced diploma in
education at the University of Manchester in the United
Kingdom. He has been developing his southern accent since
he moved to the Atlanta area.
Perimeter College comprises five different campuses around
the metro Atlanta region: Alpharetta, Clarkston, Decatur,
Dunwoody, and Newton County, and each offers different
amenities. The Board of Regents of the University System of
Georgia recently approved the merger of Georgia State
University and Georgia Perimeter College creating the
largest university in the state of Georgia, and one of the
largest in the country, with more than 50,000 students.
Dr. Lyons is responsible for academic, administrative,
research, and service functions. He provides visionary,
innovative leadership and effective administration of the
college. As associate provost for institutional effectiveness,
he helped stabilize the School of Nursing and Health
Professions through its leadership transition. He developed
and coordinated the consolidation plan for Georgia
Perimeter College and Georgia State.
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The main focus of Dr. Lyons' presentation was "Access to
Success." More than 4,800 of Georgia Perimeter's students
are first generation college students. Graduation from any
of the 30-plus gateways provides a great reason for
celebration, both for the students and for their families.

Will it be
BENEFICIAL
to all concerned?

While the Perimeter College of today has evolved over 54
years from DeKalb College to Georgia Perimeter College to
Georgia State University/Perimeter College, Access to
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Success has remained its mission. Georgia Perimeter
provides low tuition, two-year degrees, dedicated faculty,
small class size, and workforce development. It offers a
gateway into college that, in turn, provides job
opportunities and access to higher education possibilities.
Having a two-year associate's degree greatly enhances a
person's chance of getting a job.
Dr. Lyons gave the club examples of typical students. They
include high school graduates, single moms, international
students and nursing school students. Educating people for
work in the growing health care industry is an important
part of Georgia Perimeter's program offerings. One
interesting situation Dr. Lyons described was jointenrollment students who actually receive their degrees from
Georgia Perimeter while earning their high school
diplomas.
Perimeter College's strengths include a diverse student
body, dramatically increasing graduation rates for students
from all backgrounds, and delivering programs and
resources to help all students succeed. They are meeting
community and workforce needs by establishing strong
community connections and partnerships including State
Farm, UPS, Alpharetta Science Labs and other potential
employers.
Perimeter College is considered a national model for twoyear college education. Three take-aways from Dr. Lyons
presentation:
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The book presented in the
speaker's honor to the DeKalb
Library System was The Power of
Positive Leadership, by Jon
Gordon.

DONATING TO THE
DECATUR ROTARY
FOUNDATION JUST
GOT EASIER!
We now have a
PayPal account and a
custom link for
people to donate
with a credit or debit
card:
CLICK HERE to set up
an account and
donate today!
Questions? Contact
Carl Seville

Invocation
Bryan Downs
Guests
Emma & Elizabeth Burge,
guests of Chet Burge
Barry Gray, Erica Harris,
Kathy Jordanqa Rakoczy,
Montrese Adger Fuller, guests of
the speaker
Visiting Rotarians
Susan Nugent, Atlanta Club, retired president and CEO
Fernbank Museum of Natural History

Announcements

President Betty presented service pins to a number of
club members. Bedros Sharian Jr. was the winner with
41 years of service to the Decatur Rotary Club.
Family of Rotary News
Long-time Decatur Rotarian Earl Tveit passed away on
June 14 after a long illness. Please send your thoughts and
prayers to his wife Carol, his daughters, sons-in-law and
grandchildren.

Chet Burge asked members to be on the lookout for
quarterly dues invoices. He announced that the club will
remove the three percent credit card fee from
online payments to encourage more members to pay
their dues on time.

Tom Adams chats with guest Doug Tozzi

Fred Mobley and Alison Weissinger

Chet Burge introduces his daughters,
Emma and Elizabeth

Connect with the Decatur Rotary Club
on Social Media!
Twitter: @rotaryofdecatur
Instagram:@rotaryofdecatur
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